Dec 28,1960

TRIPS TC THE oSOVIET UNION

1., The fol.owing inforwation was obtained in iunich from
o Temale American student and her Uerman male colleague who visited the
Joviet Union in Sept 1960 by car. Both are stwdying at Munich University
and are in their early twenties, The Aamerican girl is of mixed Slovak-
Russian descent and quite well orientated in Soviet aficirs., Her Russian
is quite ppop Before their departure they talked to our Source and

were glven some hints as to on what to concentrate their attenticn,

a/ Their itinerary was : Leningrad,Moscow,Kharkov,Yalta,Kiev,
Lvov,iukachis,Uzhgorod. They enftered the Soviet Union from Finland and

returned via CSSR, On entering the USSR the customs inspection w.s very
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~ superficial but upon leaving in Uzhgorod - very thoro.ghe. There they were
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< detained for 2 hoturs , their lugzage was thoroughly searched and even

o~
w some parts of their car disassembled. All copies of Vechirny Kiev were
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égconfiscated, for exception of one which was among cloth, The search in
Uzhgorod gave the impression that Soviet customs officers were lo king
for something in particular, most probably'papers and documents ",
Un the Hungarian side of the border they were detained also for abvout £ hours

but inspection w.s not strict,

b/ The sojourn in Leningrad and iwscow brought n.thing of
particular interest. Usual storied and impressions. 4 doviet ofidcer cf
krainian nationality and his Polish wife they had met in Leningrad in
a restaurant were the only people they enjoyed talking to. But apain
they were told nothing of real interest.
In Moscow they were told that there were many Ukrainians at the Univursity
because it was often easier to be acuepted there thaplin siev or
tharkov,

¢/ In Kiev they werec told by students that at Kiev -

University . at the begin.ing of school year all profes ors had to have

a vote in class to decide which langlage was to be used for instruction:

U rainian or Hussian. "Theoritaciliy' every lecturur and student has

to have perfect co.unand of both languages. Lcuoruing to .dev students they
met, more and more courses were being recently taught in Ukruainian
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to speak and write Ukrainian, It was stressed that recently some sort
of special cumpaign was conducted in Kiev to "push through Ukrainian

language into every corner',

d/ In Kiev the population seemed to be well informed about the
Siniavsky~-Daniel afiair but unaware of the arrests of Ukrainian
writers. Or perhaps, the people asked, did not want to talk about it.
Un the other hand, the library arson was general.y known and most
said they had no doubt it was an act of arsome. At least three people
told the to rists that it wus KGB's work. Al. three complained about

destruction of Shevchenko manuscripts.

e/ The cafe "Tea and Cofiee" wus closed and they were told that

it had a bad reputaion because most of customers were not .students but

"stilagi'"
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According to the tourists the black marke€ 1s quite active
in Yaltae ond the population there is '"braver!" than in other jlaces.

The people enetered gladly into conversation but politicaliy were not
knte.estinge They wre mainly interested in Living conditions in the

West and in"daily routine'" & average mwan in general.

2. From a Ukrainian couple, in thelr late fourties, Britisk
citizens, gramaar school educated , of Doncaster, England the following

information was obtained :

a/ The couple mude Lheir Lrip to Bukovina, Ukr S:iR in Sept
1966 by car. They went vie Iungery and Rumania. This was their
vezond trip to their native Chernivisi , the first oue they made
in 1964 Juring Khrushchev'e demotion , also by car. At that time they
had to go via dun, cry (Budapest),Lvov, Zhytomir and then to Chernivtsi.
Jdow they were allowed to enter Ukraine .rom dumanio directly ana thus

saved about 600 km.
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Upon endtering Ukraine their car wus thoureudpghly searched., He had for-
gotien to declare Belgian Franks he had on him and therefore had much
trouble after they had been found, e was treated very harshly, accused of
smuggling money, weapons, anti-gowiet literature and God knows wiat ofelse.
His carzggaached again and even certain parts disasembled. Thus they
practically dismantled the seats, When nothing was found they were

released,

b/ In CHERNIVTSI he was ap;roached by a BORBAK,ikiykola, who claime:
to be a Uxrainian poet from Bukovina, aged apurox. 50, residing in
Chernivtsi. Borbak visited JSource uninvited and after introducing himself
ag a poet and CP member sug-ested they talk "frecly and homestlyB,

BUABAY considers himsglf as some sort of ”rliaébn xx¥ or contact between
Bukovina's Ukrainian population and the government., lie stressed his
Ukkrainian patriotism while at the same time emphasizing sall the time

his loyalty to the party.

BURBAK wanted to know from Source who were his friends and
acouailntances in the USA and Canada, what they were doing, theilr political
views and now they setitled down, '

BOKBAK complained about Jews in Bukovina whé''served' as
dussifying elemeht and stated flatly that he and others would like to
sec them go awuy. "Unfortunately', more and more Jews are pourisg into
Chernivtsi from other Soviet sities.

During the second meeting BORBAK brougiit the book BBukovina
published abroad and asked Source aboud various cultural and political
leaders in exile listed in the book,

In hi: conversation with Iorbak, source mentioned that Rus.ian
waz the only language used at police station. 4 fow cays luter he
received a visitor from militia asking him to cowme to hheir statfion.

Junere he was surprised to be received by a young man at the desk who spoke

"perfect and only Ukrainian''. When Source was ab_ut t. leave he vwent again
to the militia station to iniform thew that he was leaving the Soviet linioune
The:eupon ne was told in Ukrainian that ©.is was not nece..ary and

hhe could leave any time without notifying them.
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c/ According to the Source, the si.uation in Chernivébi was now
"qui:e normal’ as compared wit. his stay in fall 1964, At the time
of Khrushchev's removal tliere ... mpmch excitement and anxiety
in the air and Source left Chernivési imugdlately. This time all seecued
to be calm, In addition , the situation has general.y improved, more

NEESrPEE queues.

. re
food and other consumer gouﬁs,in stores, an&

Source discovered a great admiratiof for everything Western,
In & talk with a Rus.ian , owner of a "Moskvich",Jource heard a lot
about Western efficiency, tastefulness, durability of goods
as contrary to &uviet mismanagement, tastelessness, and poor quality of
products. In Source's view the admiration fur everything wW.sternm , in
couparigon with 1964, wes not diminishing but rather increasing.

ihe Ru.sian complained also about the Soviet "army of wmancgers’

whe even had already managed to devel.p their own esprit de corgs.

de gave the Source an example of it: when the manager of a bakery

made a mistake he wouldn't be punisfjed or given an additional training
because he wus"a manager® Therefore he vould be only moved to a

difserent domain, for example, to an autowmobile factory where he was to
continuegx¥ixiz"a manzgerY oince no manager can do anything to harm

another manager this leads to gross nezligence and incapetence.




